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THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTIONARIES
In the I890Ts and, indeed, until the advent of the Soviets, Russian Marxism exercised none of that monopoly of revolutionary thought it has since achieved. Lenin, a young, astute, and forcible revolutionary \vas not yet the canonized, unerring prophet of Bolshevik legend, and disagreement with the Marxian gospel was not necessarily regarded as treason to the cause. Throughout this period the somewhat rejuvenated doctrines of populism and the heroic tradition of the People's Will had many supporters. At low ebb, like other opposition movements in the ISSCTs, populism was spurred to new activity by the famine of 1891-1892, and rode the tide of unrest that gained momentum towards the turn of the century. Populist groups in Russia and among the emigres multiplied, and in the later 1890's assumed the name of socialist revolutionaries.
The formation of these groups was due to the initiative and influence of local leaders; their new name emphasized the uncertain line differentiating them from the old brand of populism, on the one hand, and from social democracy, on the other. Their ideologies and tactics varied within a wide range. After three attempts at unification (two in 1897 and one in 1898), which were frustrated by internal dissensions and the intervention of the police, representatives of several socialist revolutionary groups met in Kharkov in the summer of 1900 and founded the Socialist Revolutionary Party. Though its manifesto bore, as Iskra rightly noted, a striking resemblance to the program of social democracy and was much criticized in socialist revolutionary circles, by the end of 1901 the more important socialist revolutionary groups merged with the new party. This success may be explained by the fluidity of radical opinion and by the fact that the party was joined by several notable revolutionaries with a strong personal following: G. A. Gershuni, Michael Goetz, Catherine Breshko-Breshkovsky, and Victor Chernov, the party's theorist and future leader. A central committee was organized, and the party's newspaper, Revoliutionnaia Rossiia (Revolutionary Russia), formerly published in Russia, began to appear abroad under the joint editorship of Goetz and Chernov. The organization of the Socialist Revolutionary Party, however, was not completed until its first congress, held in Finland from December, 1905, to January, 1906, approved a program and a charter.
The socialist revolutionary doctrine expounded in its program and